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District Executive Committee Update - September 2015


To all members of the Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay Scout District

Following a comment made at the 2015 Annual General Meeting, the District Executive Committee has realised that not everyone in our District is aware of their activities. To that end, it has been decided to provide an update on some of the more interesting activities.

First, a little background. The committee has the usual chairman, secretary and treasurer, plus a number of uniformed and non-uniformed members, including representatives of several of our Groups. Executive Committees make decisions and carry out administrative tasks to ensure that the best quality Scouting can be delivered to young people in the District. It does this through support to the District Commissioner in meeting the responsibilities of their appointment.

We hope you will be aware that the District has a Development Plan (DDP) in which we have detailed a number of goals we would like to achieve. One of the major tasks listed is to continue to improve accessibility to our Ross Wood campsite and to improve the range of challenge activities available. The DDP also states that we have a lack of qualified instructors for some activities.

The District Executive Committee would dearly love to see more and better facilities at Ross Wood, and equipment available for use throughout the District, but we face a slight dilemma in that there is no point in buying equipment if there is no one qualified to look after it, instruct in its use, and run sessions. 

The DDP goes on to say that we have some Archery and Air Rifle Shooting instructors, so the committee is keen to enhance those facilities and we are currently looking to see whether there are suitable locations to build better facilities. Clearly, the more instructors we have, the more we can offer to our young people and bigger and better facilities will enhance their experience. So, if you have ever considered having a go at these activities, please let us know, especially if you would like to become an instructor and have a say in the improvement of the facilities.

Another area we would like to focus on is pioneering, and again the committee would like to provide the facilities, but we need to be sure there are people who would be able to instruct, and that the facility would be used. Please let us know if you have an interest in this, or if you have any other ideas for improving the facilities.

Many of you will already have seen and used the new adventure playground facility opened earlier this year and another improvement which is currently being progressed is the provision of a new shower block, including facilities for disabled people. The committee has commissioned and approved drawings and planning permission is currently being sought. All being well, we hope the shower block will be approved, built and ready for use next season.

Some months ago the committee received an offer to purchase additional land at Ross Wood. There are two areas, the first being between the campsite and the main road, and the second is the area we pass through on the track from the New Road to our car park (through which we have a right of way). The total area being offered is 4.1 acres, but the land is very low lying and prone to flooding. The area towards the road is also a ‘grey water’ run-off area and would not be suitable for activities although there would be some potential for income from coppicing the land. 

We have been advised that WildWoods is interested in obtaining the land but the committee felt there might be some benefit if we owned it, so we had it valued and made an offer based on our valuation. The offer, and a second slightly higher offer, has been rejected and it is clear that the vendor is seeking more than we are willing to pay. The committee continues to monitor movements in this area.

Finally, we are currently looking at who has and who would like to adopt their own site at Ross Wood. This is not as straight forward as you would think and there are limits to what you can and can’t do because we are an SSI site.  

If you currently look after a site, and wish to carry on doing so, then please contact rosswoodcampsite@hotmail.com and speak to Tony or Pam to confirm you still wish to carry on and ask about improvements you can make to benefit all. Have you thought of making your own gateway? Alternatively, if you would like to adopt a site then again contact Pam or Tony to arrange a site meeting and to chat through a few possibilities.

As you can see, your District Executive Committee is working away in the background to enhance the campsite and district equipment. The greater the interest expressed, the greater will be the impetus to spend money and provide these facilities, so if you have any ideas or would like to become an instructor, please let us know as soon as possible.

Russell Feast
District secretary
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